
 

   Memo No. 4 to Parents: 6th October 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Following on from the Memo with Nature Trek details that was sent this morning, please find below a few more 

updates and notes for your attention: 

1. Parents’ & Friends’ Association (PFA) – Meeting: Tuesday, 18th October @ 7.00 p.m. in Scoil Barra 

Since the last Memo was issued where parents were asked to express their interest in becoming involved in 

our new PFA by calling Lorinda in the office, we have compiled a list of willing people, thank you for the 

interest and enthusiasm.  

The next step is to call a meeting whereby all parents (whether they intend to be part of the PFA or not) are 

invited to a meeting in the school to create a PFA Committee and elect officers of the Committee i.e. 

Chairperson (& Assistant Chairperson), Treasurer (& Assistant Treasurer) and Secretary (& Assistant 

Secretary).  

All parents are invited to attend this meeting to create the Committee and to elect the above officers. 

Those parents who attend the meeting will also get an opportunity to hear what the PFA is about and what it 

does so they can consider if they want to be involved in either minimally or more fully. 

 

2. Smart Watches/ Phones in School: 

Smart Watches: Just a reminder to parents/guardians that pupils should not bring any gadgets to 
school.  We also ask that pupils do not wear smartwatches to school.  Any device that has connection to the 
internet, the ability to contact others, games etc. is not allowed.  As well as creating a safety/privacy 
concern, these devices are distracting for pupils and those around them.   Watches with the ability to show 
time and count steps only are permitted.   
 
Mobile Phones: Pupils may only have a phone in school if a parent or guardian deems it necessary for 
contact purposes after school. In this case, please notify the class teacher by letter or email that you request 
permission for your child to have a phone in school and the reason it is needed. 
For those children whose parents have made the above request, the phone must be turned off completely 
and remain in the pupil's school bag during the school day. 
If a child is found with their phone out of their bag and turned on during the school day, the phone will be 
confiscated and returned only to a parent or guardian. 
If this occurs a second time, the pupil will not be allowed to have a phone in school for the remainder of the 
school year. 
 
*** Please note: Any child that needs to contact a parent or guardian during the school day or at home 
time is always allowed to do so from the office phone. 
 
All pupils have been recently reminded about the above arrangements regarding gadgets, smart devices and 
phones.   
 

3. Uniform: 
- Now that we are into October, the children no longer wear the Summer Uniform i.e. school shorts, they 

are back to full tracksuit. 
- Please ensure your child has a coat or raincoat coming to school throughout the winter months, even if 

it is not that cold, as there are days when we have a little light rain or mist and would prefer to let the 
children out to play at break time and to get some fresh air. In this case, the children need to be wearing 
coats or light raincoats to keep their school top dry. 



- Please ensure your child is wearing warm, rainproof footwear over the next few months. 
- Reminder re:  Stud Earrings only 

Hair kept back off eyes and face 
School polo shirt under tracksuit top 

 
4. Morning Traffic and Drop-Off Procedures: 

- There has been a huge improvement in the Morning Drop Off process, well done to one and all for your 
co-operation and your consideration of others and the pupils’ safety. 

- The Set Down Area is rarely ‘clogged up’ now with people leaving their car sitting there, everyone is 
letting their child out and moving on as speedily as they can to let others in. 

- The wheelchair spaces are not being used by non-wheelchair card holders and are free for the people 
who need them 

- The Yellow Lined Box beside the Set Down Area leading up to the main school gate still has an odd car or 
two stopping in it or in part of it. When a car is backing out, in particular, of that space, it is very 
dangerous for the pupils walking towards the gate, so please refrain from stopping in any part of the 
Yellow Lined Box. 
 

Otherwise, the morning procedure, between drivers’ co-operation and consideration of others, and the 
children arriving to school in time and sitting at their desks by 9.00 a.m., has been remarkable after the first 
month. 
A word of acknowledgement and thanks here also to the staff who are now, on a rota basis, coming into 
school 15 minutes earlier than is required to allow pupils to come into the school between 8.45 and 9.00 
a.m. as opposed to lining up until 9.00 a.m. which was the procedure pre-Covid. 
A great team effort by all involved to give us a lovely calm and happy start to the school day! 
 
Karen O’Sullivan, Principal 

 
 

 
 

 

 


