
 

     
 

  Memo No. 4 to Parents – 24th  November 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 
I hope you are all keeping well and safe and managing to keep upbeat and positive in the midst of this 
second Lockdown…fingers crossed for good news for next week. 
 
Please find below some important updates and notifications: 
 

1. Parent/Teacher Meetings: 
Unfortunately, because of Covid Health and Safety restrictions, we cannot hold face-to-face P/T 
meetings as we are used to. Actual meetings with parents are being kept to a very minimum and 
only when absolutely necessary for the year. Instead, for this year, we are putting the following 
plan in place: 
- Brief and General Progress Reports: All parents of pupils from Senior Infants to Fifth Class will 

receive a brief written Progress Report via the Class email address over the next two weeks. It 
will not take the format of the more detailed formal End-of Year report which will still be issued 
in June. This report will give a very brief and general description of your child’s progress since 
September.  
 

- Phone Conversations: Parents or teachers will then have the option of following up on this 
progress report with a conversation by phone if they so wish or feel there is a need to discuss 
any issue further. The phonecall can be arranged by the teacher or parent via the same Class 
email address for a time that suits both parties. 

 
- Complex Issues: Where a very complex issue is concerned, there may be a need for a face-to-

face meeting, with all Covid safety measures in place. 
 

- Sixth Class Pupils: As Sixth Class pupils will be preparing for the transition to Post Primary 
school over the next few months, it was decided that arrangements will be made with every 
parent of our Sixth Class pupils for a phone-meeting instead of progress reports and optional 
phonecalls. 

 
- Junior Infant Pupils: We usually have Junior Infant P/T meetings in February as the children are 

only with us a few months in November and still settling in. We will look at options when the 
time comes depending on the status of the virus at that time. Teachers and parents in Junior 
Infants have already had communication by phone when issues have arisen. 

 
- Time Scale: In terms of a time scale, it is envisaged that the procedure will be completed by 

Friday, 11th December, from the time the brief progress reports are issued and all 
communications by phone have been made.   

 
- Phone Contact in General: Please note that, should you or the Class Teacher decide not to 

request a phone-meeting at this time, there is no problem arranging a phonecall should issues 



or concerns arise at a later stage of the year. This has been the practice since September when 
communication needed to be made by either teacher or parent, so please do not hesitate to 
arrange a call at any stage. The above plan is specifically to take the place of the usual P/T 
meetings in November. 

 

2. 1st/2nd /3rd Class Finishing Times: 
Staggered finishing times were put in place in September for Covid safety purposes to avoid a large 
group of children and parents congregating at the same time. We said we would review that plan 
after Midterm. Given the status of the virus at present and the fact that we are in a level 5 
Lockdown situation still, it would not be prudent to reintroduce the same dismissal/collection time 
for 400 pupils and their parents.  
However, it was noted that the classes leaving at 2.30 p.m. are off the premises quite speedily with 
little or no overlap and we feel it should be possible to maintain Covid safety with a five minute gap 
instead of ten minutes.  
Therefore, from next Monday, 30th November, First, Second and Third Classes can be collected at 
2.35 p.m. instead of 2.30 p.m. 
After the Christmas Break, we will review this again and hopefully, in time, we can revert to a 2.40 
p.m. collection time for all pupils from First to Sixth Class, as normal. 
 
***It is advisable, and encouraged by the Board of Management, that parents waiting to collect 
pupils in close contact with each other (less than 2 metres apart) should wear face masks for their 
own and everyone else’s safety. 
 

3. DES (Department of Education and Skills) Directive re Ventilation of Classrooms: 
As you read in the Roadmap for the Full Return to Schools - August 2020, the DES directed that 
classrooms should be ventilated with windows and doors open to create a flow of air, thereby, 
helping to prevent the transmission of Covid in the rooms.  
It should be noted that colds and flus cannot be contracted from being in cold temperatures or 
being in a cold room as they are viral. In fact, a ventilated room helps to keep colds and flus at bay. 
However, we are very conscious that it is not ideal for a pupil to be feeling the discomfort of being 
cold. Individual teachers have already advised parents that pupils should wear plenty of layers in 
school to keep warm.  
We are lucky we have had a very mild Autumn, but as winter takes hold and temperatures become 
colder, we will try to modify the ventilation of rooms to a lesser extent while still maintaining a flow 
of air, as directed, which is helping to prevent the transmission of the virus. 
 

4. Nature Trek: 
The school is very grateful to all families who supported our ‘Nature Trek’ this year, albeit, a Trek 
with a difference. Almost €4,000 was raised between cash donations and on-line payments. The 
pupils enjoyed their trek through the Regional Park, the weather played its part. They had a lovely 
time afterwards in their rooms with little treats and of course listened to the encouraging words of 
Donncha O’Callaghan who was quite inspiring. It was so good of him to give us his time and effort. 
We generally like to pinpoint a particular need for the school that the Nature Trek can fund, it was 
the 11 picnic tables last year and an upgrade to some IT equipment the year before along with new 
sports gear. We have lots of ideas and lots of areas that need upgrading, we will keep you informed 
as decisions are made. 
Thanks to the staff who organised the event and, in particular, Ms. Lande. 
 

5. PFA (Parents’ and Friends’ Association): 
The PFA also lodged fundraised monies from last year into the school’s account. Well done and 
thank you to the PFA for all their hard work in raising funds and to those families who supported 



the efforts of the PFA. Together with the Nature Trek monies, we should be able to identify a 
number of projects to fund and improve the quality of resources for the pupils 
 
Finally, it is worth noting that we have had no cases of Covid in the school since the Midterm break. 
This is good news and hopefully, it is evidence that all the procedures put in place are helping to 
prevent the transmission of the virus in school: from pupil washing/sanitising of hands 4 times a 
day to pupil bubbles and pods, from ventilated rooms to extra cleaning hours/resources and from 
mask-wearing to staggered finishing times etc. Ní neart go cur le chéile……there is great strength in 
working together. Fingers crossed! 
 
Karen O’Sullivan (Principal) 
 

 

 


