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Rhyming Tips 

 

Why do we need to teach rhyming?  

 
Rhyming is a key part of your child’s phonological awareness development. This is 

the ability to think about the sounds in a word. We are putting the emphasis on 

sounds rather than on the letters on a page. 

Learning to read requires children to have a considerable awareness of the 

sound structure of spoken language. Sound awareness precedes and accompanies 

symbol awareness so that a child can learn to read with ease. 

 

Here are some suggestions for you to help your child with rhyme: 

Listen to rhymes - use supersimplesongs.com or recite traditional rhymes with 

your child so that their ear is hearing rhymes. Then say a familiar rhyme and 

leave out the rhyming word for them to say.... 

Hickory, dickory dock 

The mouse ran up the ..... 

 

Your child must give you the word 'clock'.  

 

Your child should know at least ten traditional rhymes;  

 Baa, Baa black sheep,  

 Humpty Dumpty,  

 Jack and Jill,  

 Little Bo Peep,  

 Incy Wincy Spider,  

 Little Miss Muffet, 

 Little Boy Blue,  

 Hickory Dickory Dock,  

 Old Mother Hubbard,  

 Hey Diddle, Diddle.  

Work on these over the summer and add to them if you can.  

 

http://supersimplesongs.com/
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        Read rhyming books with your child: 

Each Peach Pear Plum,  

Room on the Broom,  

The Gruffalo,  

Superworm 

(Most Julia Donaldson books are rhyming books!)  

          Dr. Suess books – The Cat in the Hat, Gren Eggs and Ham,  

Hairy McClary,  

Jez Alborough books – Duck in the Truck etc.   

 

Books like ‘The Gingerbread Man’ have repeated rhymes within the 

story – Run, run as fast as you can.... 

 

 

You will find good versions of many books online if you google them or you may 

have them at home. *From June 8th libraries are re-opening but their online 

services are still available. Please join the library if you are not yet 

 a member. 

 

Model rhyming for your child -say bat, hat, mat, cat - they are words which 

rhyme - can you think of another one? Use endings like ..in/..eg/ ..an/...ap/..it etc 

to make more rhyming lists. 

If your child finds that tricky - go back a step and isolate the final sound in a 

word - say 'tap' ask your child to give you the final sound. They should say ‘p’. 

Do lots of this so that your child is tuning into the final part of the word and 

then extend it to two sounds 'at' 'in' 'eg'. 

Play games where you give your child a clue to help her find the rhyming sound  - 

I am thinking of a food that rhymes with head ...... (bread); I am thinking of 

something you put rubbish in that rhymes with 'pin'.....'bin'.etc 

Play odd one out games - which word doesn't belong - hat/bat/tin.... (tin). 

Play Rhyming I spy.....I spy with my little eye something which rhymes with blue 

(shoe) etc. 

Show your child an object ...hat, cup, chair,etc. Ask your child to supply three 

rhyming words to go along with the object. 
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