
Family Note No. 7 – 20th  November 2018 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you are all keeping well and looking forward to the run up to Christmas…it seems to start way too early in 

school but we have no choice when we are trying to be prepared for such things as Carol Concerts and Christmas 

Shoe Boxes etc! Well done and thank you to all who brought in a shoe box, we collected 386! That is great kindness 

and giving. The following are a few updates and notices: 

1. Staff Inservice Day 5th December 2018: 

Re: The New Language Curriculum in English and Irish, the DES (Department of Education and Skills) have 

directed all schools to complete a second, and final, staff training day for the implementation of this new 

programme. Our school will be having this training on the 5th December. The training will take place in the 

school and the Department’s Professional Development Support Team (PDST) is providing our school with a 

facilitator for the day. The children will not attend school on this day. 

 

2. Parent/Teacher Meetings: 

Just a reminder that P/T meetings take place this Tuesday and Thursday after school hours. You will all have 

received a note with a time slot re same. If, for any reason, you have not received a note with a time slot, 

please contact the school immediately. 

 

3. Girls’ Sciath na Scol Football Final: 

Our Girls’ Football Team brought the trophy home!!! They played a very competitive game against 

Beaumont Girls, but a late goal just before full time gave us the victory. Well done to the players, their 

coaches and all the children and parents who came out in support of the team on the day. That support and 

sense of pride in each other is one of the great positives to be gleaned from such an occasion. 

 

4. Re: School Milk: 

We asked for parent feedback regarding the trialling of not having school milk in the First Term so that we 

can review the situation going into the Second Term after Christmas. So far, we have had very little 

feedback, almost all of which has been in support of the current situation. However, ahead of discussions on 

this before Christmas, if there is anyone else who would like to give some feedback, please do so over the 

next few weeks at info@scoilbarra.ie 

 

5. Assistant Principal 1 (AP1) Post Appointment to the School: 

Congratulations are due to Ms. Doherty who was recently appointed as AP1 Post Holder in the school. After 

the Posts of Principal and Deputy Principal, the school has an In-School Management Team (ISM) of 9 

Assistant Principals. Ms. Doherty now joins that team to bring it to a team of ten. This is a great development 

for our school as the ISM Team play a huge role as leaders of the Teaching & Learning in the school, and as 

managers in the day to day running of the school. It must also be noted that many, many more teachers, 

who do not have an official post of responsibility in the school, voluntarily take up roles of leadership and 

management out of interest and dedication. It is this sense of ownership, interest and dedication by one and 

all that underpins the special and unique quality that we have in Scoil Barra.  Míle buíochas do gach duine. 

 

6. Visit of Past Pupil Samantha Barry: 

We will be honoured on Friday, 30th November, at 1.20 p.m., to have a very special guest visitor to our 

school who will address our Senior Pupils. Samantha was a Junior Infant in our school in 1985 when the 

school first opened, I was her teacher that year!! After studying Journalism in Dublin, she went on to present 

on Radio 2 FM and NewsTalk in Dublin. Following that she became a presenter with the BBC in London, 

became Head of Social Media with CNN in the USA and is now the Editor for Glamour Magazine. She will talk 

to the children about such life skills as: setting goals for themselves, following their dreams, believing 

anything is possible…and the need to work hard to achieve whatever it is you want to in life!!  

 

 

mailto:info@scoilbarra.ie


7. ‘The Three Tenors’ Concert in the Church of Christ our Light: 

On the evening of Friday, 30th November, there will be a very special event in our Church, a concert by the 

Three Cork Tenors. This is an event to fundraise for our community of Ballincollig and our school has the 

honour of performing with the three Tenors on the night. We will have a School Choir comprising of Fifth 

and Sixth Classes. Tickets can be bought from the sacristan in both churches after every Mass. They are 

selling very quickly so make sure to get a ticket sooner rather than later if you wish to attend. 

 

8. BCS Musical ‘Grease Lightning’: 

A large number of our past pupils will be performing in the Ballincollig Community School (BCS) Production 

of ‘Grease Lightning’ this coming week on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights in BCS at 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets are available in BCS or at the door. We are always very proud when our past pupils continue with 

their stage talents in their Post Primary Schools after leaving us and we love to support them and our 

neighbouring schools. Some of the cast members came to Scoil Barra recently and gave us a preview of some 

songs/dances from the Musical. It promises to be a great show if you feel like sitting back for a night of 

entertainment, song and dance.  

 

9. Scoil Barra Open Day: 

We had our Open Day last Thursday, 15th November, where a large number of prospective parents and 

pupils visited our school. It is when we set up stalls and display boards of all the activities that take place in 

our school that we realise how much actually goes on in the school and how much giving of time and talents 

comes from our school community. We were very proud on the day. Thank you to all members of staff who 

gave time to prepare for the day. A special word of thanks is due to those members of the Parents & Friends’ 

Association (PFA) who gave their time to offer teas and coffees to our visitors, to prepare a PFA Display 

Board and to spread the word about the important role the PFA plays in our school. Ní neart go cur le chéile 

(It is in working together that we find true strength). 

 

10. Christmas Carol Concerts: 

That time of Year again!!! Below is a schedule for both nights, Tuesday and Wednesday, 18th and 19th 

December for our two Carol Concerts so you can plan ahead. If there are any of you parents/family members 

out there who play an instrument and would like to take part in the concert, please let me know with a 

phonecall to Eileen in the office or call in to tell us. We would like to broaden the scope of the concert this 

year to include as much talent as possible!! 

Tuesday, 18th  December Class Wednesday, 19th December 

Ms. Moloney 
Ms.Lande/Ms.Marrinan 

Junior Infants Ms. McAdoo 

Ms. Burke Senior Infants Ms. Daly 

Ms. Barry 
Ms.Lande/Ms.Marrinan 

First Class Ms. Farrell 

Ms. Collins/ 
Ms.Lande/Ms.Marrinan 

Second Class Ms. Murphy 

Mr. Dwyer Third Class Ms. O’ Connor 

  Third Class Ms. O’ Driscoll 

Ms. Woods Fourth Class Mr. Collins 

Mr. O’ Gorman Fourth Class   

Mr. Stokes Fifth Class Ms. Cooney 

Ms. Keohane 
Ms. O’ Regan 

Sixth Class Ms. Keohane 
Ms. O’ Regan 

 
 

Enjoy the madness of the next few weeks! Karen O’Sullivan (Principal) 


