
Family Note No. 2 – 24th September 2018 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you are all well settled back into school life by now, September is a hectic month and we all do well to get 

through it in one piece! A few reminders and notices: 

1. Start of Year Mass:  tomorrow at 11.30 a.m. in the Church of Christ our Light. This Mass marks the official 

start of the school year where we sing and pray in thanksgiving for the wonderful school community that we 

have in Scoil Barra and where we pray for spiritual strength and guidance for the year ahead for ourselves, 

for each other and for our families and friends in the wider community. 

It is lovely when parents and friends of the school join us for the Mss so please make an effort to be there if 

you can. 

 

2. Liam Miller Tribute Match: is on tomorrow in Páirc Uí Chaoimh. We are proud that so many of our pupils 

play soccer and Liam was a great role model for all our young players. It is great that quite a number of 

pupils have managed to get a ticket to see the Match and the school is fully supportive of this family 

occasion and opportunity to pay tribute to a sporting hero of Cork. 

Being conscious of the fact that the match is a sell-out and there will be traffic issues and entertainment 

before the match, children will need to leave school early and we are allowing the pupils going to the match 

to leave after the Mass at 12. 15 p.m. This gives families 2 hrs 45 minutes leeway and is a reasonable 

compromise between school and the match.  

If you are going to the match and collecting your child after Mass, it might be a nice idea to join us for the 

Mass too and leave for the match afterwards. 

Please write a note informing your child’s teacher if you intend to collect your child after the Mass for the 

match, we cannot allow a pupil to leave the school early without a note, or without an adult, for safety 

reasons. 

 

3. Our Annual Nature Trek Day is scheduled for Friday, 5th October 2018. The Nature Trek is our primary fund-

raising event of the school year. Parents/guardians and friends of Scoil Barra have always been very 

generous in their response to our fund-raising appeal. Over the years the Nature Trek has been an invaluable 

additional source of funding for the purchase of a great variety of teaching equipment and resources for 

Scoil Barra which may not be funded/fully funded by the Dept. of Education and Skills. The pupils are the 

ultimate beneficiaries of the products purchased with Nature Trek funds and detailed records are 

maintained of all purchases made from the Nature Trek funds.  

We hope to have a very special Ballincollig Community Guest again this year to officially launch the Nature 

Trek!  

As per recent years, in an effort to alleviate pressure on families who may have several children in the 

school, only one Nature Trek Sponsorship Card will be given to each family (additional cards are available 

from the school Secretary if required).   In the interest of pupil safety, I would urge you to ensure that 

pupils are accompanied at all times by a responsible adult when collecting for the Nature Trek.  We also 

understand that some parents may not wish to have children collect from door – to – door.  In this 

circumstance, we would ask that parents, if possible, get some sponsorship at work, from family or friends 

etc.  Please return the money and the sponsorship card to the school as soon as it is collected, and by 

October 19th at the latest.  It is important that cards are returned to the Class Teacher even if there is no 

money collected on them, it is the only way the school has of knowing that no money was collected.  

If you feel you could supervise some section of the route on the day or help with the tea afterwards, please 

drop a note or call to the office. 

Once again, your generous support would be much appreciated to ensure the continued success of what has 

been to date a very enjoyable and rewarding experience for all associated with the Nature Trek. Please do 

join us on the day to partake in the fun and the excitement of a trip through Ballincollig’s very special and 

beautiful Regional Park and for a cup of coffee in the school hall afterwards.  

 

Karen O’Sullivan (Principal) 



 

 


