
Family Note No. 1 (17th September 2018) 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to the new school year. I hope you all had a lovely summer and the batteries are well 

recharged for the busyness of school life! 

Firstly, I apologise for the delay in this, the first Family Note, which I am sure my predecessor, Mr. 

O’Sullivan, would have sent to you well before now! I have a little excuse this year, as I am getting used to 

new systems and procedures…I will have no excuse next year! 

As most of you know by now, my name is Karen O’Sullivan, and I taught in Scoil Barra from the year it 

opened in 1985 until I became Principal of ‘St. Columba’s Girls’ National School with Facility for Deaf 

Children’ in 2014. Having gone through an open Interview process in June of this year, I was appointed to 

take on the onerous task of replacing Dónal O’Sullivan who has been Principal for the past twenty years in 

Scoil Barra. I am modest enough to know that Dónal, as leader of this unique school, is irreplaceable, so I 

won’t even try! Instead, it is my hope to ensure that the wonderful atmosphere and ethos that makes Scoil 

Barra a very special school continues, whilst, at the same time, bringing my own experience and 

contribution to add (I hope!) to the spirit of Scoil Barra. I feel both excited and privileged about the journey 

ahead. 

Welcome, also, to some other new members of staff: Áine Ffrench and Gearóid Kelleher in our Learning 

Support Team, Alice O’Driscoll (past pupil!) in 3rd Class, Ellen O’Regan in 6th Class and Emma Horgan as 

Special Needs Assistant in Junior Infants. They have already commented on the great atmosphere and 

ethos in our school, so we wish them a happy and fulfilling year ahead. 

Welcome back to Ms. Breathnach and Ms. Kingston from Maternity Leave, and a special word of welcome 

to our new Junior Infants, new transfer pupils and all those families who are new to the school. I hope you 

all have a very happy and productive journey with us here in Scoil Barra. The ease and confidence with 

which our new Junior Infants took to the big step of starting Primary School was amazing. Well done to 

you, their parents, on getting them to this stage with such confidence and maturity…long may it last!! 

As we start into the new year, the following are a number of updates and reminders for your attention: 

1. Morning Assembly: 

We have introduced ‘Morning Assembly’ for the first time to Scoil Barra, whereby all classes and staff 

members gather in the hall for 5 minutes in the morning  to start our day together as a ‘family’ to 

acknowledge achievements, good news, birthdays and anything that is positive, and finishing with a song! 

It’s a very happy and uplifting way to start the day and creates a sense of togetherness and collegiality 

among all members of the school community, children and adults alike. The Senior Classes, 3rd – 6th, have 

assembly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and the Junior Classes, Infants – 2nd, on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. The children start to come into the hall at 8.55 a.m. on the mornings they have assembly so 

that they are seated and ready to start when the bell goes at 9 a.m. If a pupil comes onto the yard and 

their class is already gone into the hall, they just go directly into the hall from the yard and join their class. 

It would be ideal if all children could be on the yard by 8.55 a.m. in the mornings so we can be in the hall 

and ready to start at 9 a.m., this will help general punctuality also. We are looking forward to our Junior 

Infants joining us for assembly as soon as they settle into their full day, which starts next week! 

2. The Parents and Friends Association( PFA) 

Scoil Barra’s PFA have started work again after a very busy term at the end of last year. They have already 

started up the facilitation of the Credit Union’s Savings Scheme for children on Friday mornings. It is 

incredible to see so many people volunteering their time to support the school and the pupils in such a 



giving and caring way. The PFA have lost some members due to Sixth Class pupils who left last year and 

they are hoping that some parents might consider becoming involved even in a minor way as opposed to 

full commitment. They are suggesting that, if you cannot commit fully, it might be possible to volunteer to 

help out with one PFA activity in the year. Please consider this, the more parents that can help with even 

one activity, the more the work is spread lighter for all involved. 

3. ‘Choose Respect’ 
The school’s motto for the year is ‘Choose Respect’. All members of staff, Mr. Harrington (our Deputy 
Principal) and myself will be promoting, discussing, and encouraging this theme throughout the year at 
assembly, in classrooms, on the yard and in general throughout the school. The idea is that we all need to 
learn, adults and children alike, to treat everyone we come in contact with: at school, at home and in our 
lives in general, with respect, care and kindness. We hope that through the promotion of this theme, issues 
such as bullying, cyber bullying, self - esteem, anxiety, social and behavioural problems will also be positively 
addressed and improved. It is a theme that you, the parents, could reiterate at home also as a way of 
reinforcing the messages. 
 

4. Cork Ladies’ GAA Achievements: 

At assembly we have been celebrating and acknowledging the great achievements of our Cork Senior 

Ladies’ Camogie and Football teams that reached the All - Ireland Final this year, winning the Camogie Final 

by one point to Kilkenny last weekend and playing Dublin in the Football Final this Sunday. To mark both 

achievements, children brought in something red and white last Friday. There was a sea of hair bands, 

scarves, mascot teddy bears and home-made red and white art work and flags. Táimid an-bhródúil as mná 

Chorcaí agus a gcumas spóirt ( We are very proud of our very own sporting Cork Ladies). 

5. Start of Year Mass: 

Our start of year Mass will be held on St. Finbarr’s Day (Patron saint of our school) on the 25th September 

at 11.30 a.m. in the Church of Christ our Light. All children from First Class to Sixth Class will partake and 

our Infant Classes will join us for a section at the start of Mass until they get tired! We have been learning 

some new songs in preparation and are looking forward to a lovely occasion whereby we celebrate the gift 

of the Scoil Barra Community in song, prayer and thanksgiving. You are all very welcome to join us. 

6. Meeting with Teachers: 

Just a reminder that you can make an appointment through Eileen in the office if you need to meet with a 

teacher to discuss an issue. Sometimes, a teacher may request to meet with you and they normally do this 

by phonecall or through the pupil’s journal. Teachers are busy in the morning preparing for class and 

getting ready for the day ahead of them, it is not a good time to look to talk to a teacher unless you are just 

passing a short message on that does not require discussion and time. Likewise, my door is open and I 

welcome communication with parents, it is vital so that we can work together to give your child the best 

support and education possible. Again, to give all issues due time and consideration, it would be preferable 

to make an appointment to meet with me through Eileen in the office if possible. 

7. Music Classes:  
Group Guitar Classes will continue after school hours again this year. A number of places are available and 
these will be allocated initially to pupils in Fifth & Sixth Classes only. Please contact Ms. Marrinan (Room 25) 
re same if your child (in Fifth/Sixth Class) is interested in joining the Group Guitar Classes. 
 

8. School Milk: 

There has been a concern among staff that school milk bought by the parents, and distributed in school, is 

not being finished by pupils and that most days, most of the cartons are still half full and children are 



reluctant to finish them. This causes problems for parents when children are leaving school with half full 

cartons and spilling the milk in cars and in their bags on the way home etc …so some parents are not too 

happy!! There has been a suggestion that, for this term, we do not have school milk and see how parents 

feel after a term. Perhaps those who really want their child to have milk could invest in a flask (which will 

keep the milk cool) or a tightly capped bottle so their child can still have milk at school. After Christmas, we 

can review this situation and would welcome your feedback on it. You can give feedback at 

admin@scoilbarra.ie or directly to the teacher after school if you wish. 

9. Uniform: 

Just a reminder that the children can wear the school shorts, tracksuit top and school polo shirt for the 

month of September. Runners can be worn with this outfit. However, if your child is wearing full uniform 

and not shorts, they should wear dark shoes and not runners. Throughout the rest of the year, track suit 

will be worn on PE days only or any other day that the teacher specifies, otherwise, full uniform must be 

worn to school.  

For reasons of Health & Safety, long hair should be kept neatly off children’s faces so it doesn’t go into 

their eyes or prevent them from seeing properly, and only stud earrings should be worn to school (no 

earring that is dangling or hooped). 

10. Rented Books: 

As we continue to develop our stock of Rented Books, it is essential that pupils take proper care of all Rented 
Books. The Rental Period is for the 2018-2019 School Year. Parents are asked to check their child’s new set 
of Rented Books as soon as possible and be satisfied that they are in good repair at the start of this school 
year.  If not, please alert the class teacher within the next week re same.  
Books will be inspected during the year by class teachers to ensure that they are kept in good condition. 
Under no circumstances should these books be written on, marked or defaced in any way. Books which are 
deemed to be in sub-standard condition when returned by pupils at the end of June 2019 must be replaced. 
If a book is lost/misplaced during the year it must be replaced.  
 

11. Insurance Matters: 
We have been advised by our insurance company to again remind parents that the school accepts 
responsibility for pupils from official opening time (9.00 a.m., and 8.55 a.m. on the assembly mornings) to 
official closing time (1.40 p.m. Infants; 2.40 p.m. 1st – 6th classes). Parents who drop their children at school 
early in the morning or who are late collecting them in the evening should be aware that the school does 
not accept responsibility for the children’s safety before/after the official opening/closing times. Pupils in 
Infant Classes are not allowed to leave the school unaccompanied at ‘going home’ time. Teachers of Infant 
pupils should be informed of the name of the person collecting the child. Infant pupils should be collected 
promptly by the responsible adult at ‘going home time’. 
 

12. Collection of Infant Pupils:  
Junior Infants: This year we have enrolled two classes of Junior Infants. They are located in Rooms 3 and 4 
on the same corridor as last year.  
Senior Infants: This year, the two Senior Infants classes are again located in Rooms 1 and 2 on the ‘Infants 
Corridor’. However, as per last year, the Senior Infants pupils should again gather and ‘line up’ with their 
parents/guardians on the Yard in front of the Secretary’s Office. 
Parents are reminded to remain with their child(ren) until the teacher brings them to their classroom. The 
supervision of the Infants’ pupils when they arrive at school in the morning is the responsibility of their 
parents i.e. Infant pupils should not be left unsupervised in the yard in the morning. 
In the interest of pupil safety, and to avoid anxiety on the pupil’s part, parents are asked to collect pupils 
promptly at 1.40 p.m. 
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Please ensure that the teacher is informed if there are any changes regarding arrangements for your child’s 
collection e.g. being collected by a neighbour, relative, or other person. Please advise your child to remain 
with the teacher until the designated person arrives to collect him/her. It is very important to advise your 
child never to walk home from school on his/her own. 
 

13. Charges: 
As we have large bills for copier paper, copier services, Visual Arts materials, Pupils’ Personal Accident 
Insurance Cover, etc., it is important that anybody who didn’t pay the Charges Section of the booklist before 
the holidays would do so as soon as possible.  

 

Finally!!! I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone in our school 

community a happy and healthy year. I feel very blessed and privileged with the 

incredibly dedicated and hard-working staff I have joined in the school. I am also 

very fortunate to have a ‘mighty’ Deputy Principal, steering this great ship with myself 

and the staff, helping to guide us all on our journey……’Giorraíonn beirt 

bothar’….(they say two people shorten the journey)….at least it makes the journey a 

lot easier!  Thank you Mr. Harrington!! 

 
Karen O’Sullivan (Principal) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Events/Activities 2018 - 2019 – Dates/Proposed Dates: 
 
Start of Year School Mass: Tuesday, 25th September @11.30 a.m. in Church of Christ Our Light: St. Finbarr’s 
Day. 
Information Meeting for Parents of Jr. Infants: Wednesday, 3rd October @7.30 p.m. 
Nature Trek: Friday, 5th October. 
First Holy Communion Enrolment Ceremony: 7th November 
Junior Infant Vaccinations: 12th/13th November (Computer Room not in use these two days) 
Enrolment Week: 12th – 16th Nov. ‘Open Afternoon’: Thursday, 15th November: 1.00-2.30 p.m. 
Closing Date for Receipt of Enrolment Application Forms: Friday, 16th November  
Junior Infants’ Photographs: 23rd October 
P/T: Meetings: Tuesday & Thursday, 20th & 22nd November: 2.45-5.15 p.m. 
Carol Concerts: Tuesday & Wednesday, 18th & 19th December @7.30 p.m.  
First Penance: To be decided 
Seachtain na Gaeilge: 11th – 15th March  
Confirmation: 15th March 2019 
First Holy Communion: 11th May 2019 
Information Meeting for Parents of ‘new’ Jr. Infants: Thursday, 30th May @ 7.30 p.m. 
School Sports Day: Friday, 7th June. 
Manchester Tour Information Meeting for parents: Wednesday 5th June 
‘Books Sales Day: Thursday, 6th June. 
Manchester Tour: 12th-15th June 
 ‘Posting’ Day for End of Year Pupils’ Reports: Fri., 14th June. 
Visit of ‘new’ Jr. Infants: Tuesday., Wednesday., & Thursday., 18th, 19th and 20th June: 1.00-2.00 p.m. 
(‘Current’ Jr. Infants finish at 12.00 noon on those days to accommodate visits). 
End-of-Year Sixth Class Mass: Friday, 21st June @ 11.30 a.m. 
School finishes on 28th June 2019 12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


