
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY NOTE NO. 7 (15
th

 Oct. 2014). 

Dear Parents,   

 

Please note the following: 

 

1. ‘Green & White Day’: Friday, 17
th

 Oct.:  

The Ballincollig Senior Men’s Football Team is contesting the County Final on Sunday, 19th Oct. (for the first time in the 

history of Ballincollig GAA Club).  Having enjoyed a great win on Sunday, 5
th
 Oct., against the very fancied Nemo Rangers 

side we are all very proud and supportive of the outstanding achievement of this fine Team. It was great to see our past pupils 

(Liam Jennings, Ciarán O' Sullivan, Cian Dorgan, David Bowen, and Jack Gibbons) as members of the winning squad 

and we can now look forward to a great battle with Carbery Rangers in Páirc Uí Chaoímh on the 19th Oct. at 3.45 p.m.  

In celebration of the Ballincollig Senior Football Team contesting the County Final, pupils are encouraged to wear ‘green 

and white’ clothing to school on this Friday (which is also Nature Trek Day, as per details included in Family Note No. 6). 
Parents should not feel under any pressure to invest in expensive sports gear/clothing for this occasion: any ‘green & white’ 

will suffice to celebrate and acknowledge the achievements of these great footballers. Pupils may also wear all/part of their 

school tracksuit/polo shirt on Friday. 

Best wishes to the members of the Ballincollig Senior Football team as they go in search of the ‘Holy Grail’.  

 

2. ‘Food Dudes Healthy Eating Programme’: As a ‘Health Promoting School’, Scoil Barra is participating this year in the 

‘Food Dudes Healthy Eating Programme’. This Programme is organized by An Bord Bia and is funded by the Dept. of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine and the EU School Fruit Scheme. In addition, the Programme is endorsed by the Dept. of 

Education and Skills, the INTO, Schools’ Management Bodies and the National Parents Council. The Programme involves 

the provision of positive role models, and opportunities for repeated tasting of selected fruit and vegetables. The aim of the 

Programme is to increase children’s consumption of fruit and vegetables in the long term. We have taken delivery of a large 

supply of fresh fruit and vegetables which the pupils will have access to during this week. Your support and encouragement 

for your child to taste and consume the various fruit and vegetable items would be very much appreciated. Ms. Phil Galvin, as 

Health Promoting School Coordinator, will be overseeing the operation of the Programme and will welcome any feedback 

from pupils and other family members. 

 

3. Uniform Items: Thanks to the generosity of many parents, we have a large stock of some uniform items (i.e. trousers, 

skirts and shirts) available free of charge to anyone who would like to avail of same. Please check with Eileen (School 

Secretary) and she will direct you to the storage area where you can check the available stock. If you have any school 

jumpers, tracksuit tops and bottoms (new style) that are no longer in use, please send them in to us and we will also make 

those items available to any parents who may wish to avail of them.  

 

4. Parking Issues: Once again, I am appealing to all motorists to comply with the ‘No Parking’ and ‘Set Down Only Area’ 

signs around the school grounds. There are double yellow lines painted at the front of the school and in areas of the Church 

Yard where parking is strictly prohibited. The ‘Set Down Only Area’ in the Church Car Park is just that: a ‘Set Down 

Area’: the motorist is expected to pull in to this area, let the child(ren) out of the car, and then pull away without delay 

as soon as the child(ren) is/are out of the car. You are not to park or ‘abandon’ your car there as if it is a regular parking 

area! If you wish to accompany your child on to the school grounds, please be sensible and park elsewhere around the vast 

Church Car Park and then get out and walk to accompany your child on to the school grounds.  

Scoil Barra’s Safety Officer, Michael O’ Leary, monitors the ‘Set Down Only Area’ from time to time on a purely 

voluntary basis i.e. he is not paid to do so!  He does so only at the request of the Board of Management and out of a sense 

of concern for the safety of the pupils attending Scoil Barra. He certainly does not deserve to be treated with the level of 

disrespect as displayed by a few disgruntled motorists recently (as brought to my attention by a few other parents) and the 

persons responsible for such unacceptable behaviour should reflect on the inappropriateness of their reactions. Our 

priority is the safety and well-being of the pupils: one would anticipate and expect that all parents/motorists would share 

that concern and would cooperate fully and promptly with the very reasonable requests of the Safety Officer! It’s too late 

to be regretful and apologetic when a child has been seriously injured or killed due to the inconsiderate behaviour of a very 

small number of uncooperative motorists.  

 

Donal O’ Sullivan, Principal.  


